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made to revolve in a lathe before a knife by which means
the rings are cut off.
In the case of buffers, these are cut off the unvulcanized
rubber, put into tightly-fitting iron moulds, and then vul-
canized. Valves are cut out of calendered sheet, which has
been doubled or otherwise built up to the required thickness,
and then vulcanized. The valves are then cut out by means
of a vertical saw moving at high speed. Large buyers like
the Admiralty do this work themselves, buying the vulcanized
rubber in rolls from the manufacturers.
Eubber belting is made by spreading or calendering com-
pounded rubber on canvas sheet both sides, cutting this
into strips of the required width and building these up to
the necessary thickness. Vulcanization is effected in presses
the lower plate of which is made so as just to fit the belt
and to keep it under pressure during the process. Pig. 14
shows one of these belting presses. Many other goods
besides are vulcanized in presses, which in large works are
often worked by hydraulic power. Fig. 15 shows one of
these presses, which can be fitted with a screw stretching
arrangement, or for hydraulic power as required. In the
latter case an accumulator and steam pumps are required,
these not being shown in the figure. Sheet destined for valve
making may be vulcanized in these presses, or it may be
wrapped round a drum covered tightly with calico and vul-
canized in hot water in a manner similar to thread sheets.
Some manufacturers use one method, and some the other,
according to the light of their individual judgment. In the
press vulcanizers the plates are hollow for the admission of
steam, and they are usually lagged to prevent radiation.
It \vill be noticed that the rubber does not come into contact